Esophageal nasogastric tube misplacement in an infant following laser supraglottoplasty.
Nasogastric (NG) tube misplacement continues to be one of the most common problems associated with enteral tube feedings. Current methods of testing appropriate NG tube placement are ineffective in detecting tube misplacement in a clinically significant number of infants and children. This case study describes an NG tube misplacement into the esophagus in an infant following laser supraglottoplasty; the misplacement was detected on a radiograph obtained as part of a study protocol. Other testing methods used failed to detect the tube misplacement, which could have led to aspiration pneumonia or other complications if the radiograph had not shown the misplacement.